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Page 14 Let’s Go!

There is so much to do this month; 
let’s get to it.

Leaf peeping season is on, and it’s 
time to hit the road.

We’re so excited to show you the 
best of the region this month. We’ve 
got big New River Gorge energy in 
the form of Bridge Day coming up 

on Oct. 15; they do fall up big on the 
Gorge!

Shoppers and foodies are intro-
duced to what is possibly the best 
Dairy Queen in the World (in Hin-
ton!) as well as some epic shopping 
and history in Clifton Forge.

As we say in WV, Let’s Go!

The Hinton Dairy Queen c.1965. Photo courtesy West Vir-
ginia and Regional History Center, West Virginia University

BY SARAH MANSHEIM
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Welcome to 
Yokum’s Vacationland
Come stay with us in the heart 

of Seneca Rocks! 
Overlooking the beautiful rock formation and 
surrounding nature, Yokum’s Vacationland of-
fers a wide array of accommodations: a motel, 
cabins, teepees, bunkhouses, and a campground 
with RV hook-ups. Tourists love our general 
store with neat souvenirs and grabbing a bite to 
eat at Yokum’s Grill, while taking in the fantas-
tic views. We offer a unique stay here, so what are 
you waiting for?

1-800-772-8342 or 304-567-2351
24570 Mountaineer Dr., 

Seneca Rocks, WV 26884
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The finest collection of footwear,
accessories, and handbags.

885 Washington St. W, 
Lewisburg, WV 24901

304-647-5000 • www.yarids.com

Leaf peeping in Pocahontas

One the best scenic drive in West 
Virginia is just out our back door.

The Highland Scenic Highway 
travels through Pocahontas County 
to Fenwick, Nicholas County, via US 

Route 219 to Routes 150, 55, and 39.
While there, stop off at Cranber-

ry Glades to take in the changing 
leaves. 

You won’t be disappointed.

Photo by Sandy Holmes
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September 5-11
Beckley’s 29th Annual Kids Classic Festival

Visit City attractions Beckley Exhibition Coal Mine, Youth Museum, 
Historic Black Knight Golf Course, and several parks and trails.

Visit the City’s website at www.beckley.org for more information and events!
“Beckley Events” on   F acebook or Call 304-256-1776

Visit Beckley, 
West Virginia!

September Events

Bridge Day 2022 returns 
to the New River Gorge

After being canceled for two straight 
years due to the Covid 19 Pandemic, 
Bridge Day is back!

The world-famous event will be held 
on Saturday, Oct. 15, from 9a.m.-3 p.m.

The only other time in history the 
event was canceled was in September 
2001 due to the 9/11 terrorist attacks.

Bridge Day is held annually on the 
third Saturday in October and com-
memorates the completion of the 
bridge founded in October 1977. Bridge 
Day is West Virginia’s largest single day 
festival.

Bridge Day is a free event and is held 
in Fayetteville, W.Va., on US Route 19 at 
the New River Gorge Bridge.

The festivities are wrapped around 
the base jumpers at the World’s sec-
ond-longest single arch bridge.

The first Bridge Day was held on Nov. 
8, 1980, with only a few base jumpers. 
today hundreds of thrill seekers come 
from all over the world to jump over 
800 feet into the New River Gorge.

According to officialbridgeday.com 
nearly 100,000 people attended in 2019 
with 790 jumps and 910 rappels.

Some of the base jumpers perform 
heart stopping acrobatic moves show-
ing off to the spectators who cheer with 
amazement from the bridge.

On Bridge Day pedestrians are al-
lowed to walk on the bridge to get the 
best views. 

All four lanes of the bridge are closed 
to automobiles beginning at 7 a.m. 
with a detour beginning 5:30 a.m.

Numerous Vendors will line Route 
19 adjacent to the bridge with food, 

crafts, and more. It’s a great time to get 
outside and enjoy West Virginia’s new-
est national park area.

There is a full schedule of events that 
weekend including Taste of Bridge Day 
on Friday, Oct. 14 from 5-9 p.m. at Ad-
ventures of the Gorge.

At Taste of Bridge Day, the area’s fin-
est restaurants and caterers offer a sam-
ple menu. Food tickets are $1 and can 
be purchased in advance online at offi-
cialbridgeday.com or at the event.

Tim Maylor with the Fayette County 
Chamber of Commerce states that the 
proceeds from the event will benefit 
Canyon Rim Rotary Club.

There will also be live music arts and 
crafts.

The Bridge Day 5k run on Saturday 

BY SUSAN SMITH-LINTON

BRIDGE DAY 2022  6
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Wood Fired Foods is a provider of quality artisan style pizzas using 
old-world, wood-fired brick ovens. We are located at Barrel Oak Winery in 

Delaplane, VA and 290 Front Street, Thomas, WV. We offer wood fired pizza, 
salad, outdoor seating & more.

woodfiredfoods.com

304-463-4800

Monday-Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday-Thursday: 11am-9pm

Friday: 12pm-9pm

Saturday: 11am-9pm • Sunday: 12pm-8pm

Barrel Oak Winery Weekends Till nOvemBer Only

Barrel Oak Winery in Delaplane, VA 290 Front Street, Thomas, WV

Spotlight on 
Livy’s Closet

Located in Clifton Forge, Va., Jenny 
Oeltjen of Livy’s Closet (right), pictured 
with Daytripper’s Tia Mattox, offers the 
best consignment finds in the area!

Whether you’re local to the Alleghany 
Highlands or driving from Greenbrier 
County, W. Va., Livey’s Closet is worth 
the trip!

morning has categories for all ages and 
men and women and is the only race 
that crosses the New River Gorge ridge. 
To register go to https://bit.ly/3jRj4ky.

A chili cook off will be held late Satur-
day afternoon after the jumps.

This year, there are some new rules re-
garding Bridge Day.

Maylor says only clear backpacks and 
bags are allowed at Bridge Day.

Bags can be purchased online at www.
fayettecounty.com or you can purchase 
them on Bridge Day at the shuttle stops 
prior to entering the event for $3.

To find a full list of items not permitted 
at the festival, visit https://bit.ly/3p52Bed.

Getting to Bridge Day will not be a 
problem.

You are free to park along Route 19 or 
there are several locations in Fayetteville 
to shuttle you to the bridge.

The shuttle services began at 9 a.m. on 
Saturday.

Fayetteville Mayor Sharon Cruikshank 
invites everyone to come out and check 
out downtown Fayetteville.

Cruikshank said several new business-
es have opened since 2019 and to take 
advantage of the shuttle service. Cruik-
shank also says that Bridge Day is unique 
because it’s the only day that you can 
walk on the highway and onto a bridge 
and it’s the only day it is legal to base 
jump off the bridge.

Bridge Day 2022 is sure to be an excit-
ing one!

Bridge Day 2022
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
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Hinton’s Dairy Queen brings 
delight for more than 50 years

For over half a century, Hinton’s Dairy 
Queen has been serving patrons iconic 
dishes alongside local favorites.

From the classic Dilly Bar to a hotdog 
topped with chili and coleslaw, Hinton’s 
DQ has something for everyone.

The food selection, which is full of 
local staples such as brown beans and 
cornbread, is only one of the unique 
things about this establishment.

In addition to the delectable cuisine, 
this more-than-a-fast-food restaurant 
boasts an incredible view overlooking 
the New River. There is, of course, a 
handful of tables available outside where 
patrons can enjoy pleasant weather and 
the beautiful river. Inside, both levels of 
the restaurant have large picture win-
dows providing an excellent view of the 

river and surrounding flora.
On the lower level, several birdhouses 

adorn the sprawling tree branches visi-
ble from the window. Birds are often 
perched near the houses, creating an en-
joyable experience for bird watchers.

While many restaurants have installed 
modern ordering methods such as a 
drive-thru or electronic terminals, Hin-
ton’s DQ continues an older tradition. 

Upon entering the establishment, 
patrons are greeted with two windows 
where employees wait to take orders. 
The style of ordering has remained the 
same for many years.

After a patron has placed their order, 
they have two options: they can wait 
near the window for carry-out or go to a 
table for dining in the restaurant.

While Hinton and Summers County 
tout many draws for tourist -- water ac-
tivities, a national park, excellent fishing 
and plenty of hiking trails -- it is often 
the restaurants and businesses that peo-
ple remember. Dairy Queen is at the 
heart of that sentiment.

Over the years, the Hinton Dairy 
Queen has become a destination spot. 
Many magazines and news outlets have 
spoken about the draw of what many 
deem “the best DQ in the world.” Some 
patrons have driven for hours just to eat 
at the restaurant.

In his book, “Far Appalachia,” Noah 
Adams said, “Let’s just say that the Dairy 
Queen in Hinton, West Virginia is the 

HINTON’S DAIRY QUEEN  9

BY REBECCA STALNAKER
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Hinton’s 
Dairy Queen

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

center of the universe.”
In a similar statement, a reporter for 

Inside Appalachia, Zack Harold, trav-
eled to the area in 2018 and tweeted, 
“If you don’t stop at the Dairy Queen, 
did you even go to Hinton?”

The iconic restaurant was owned by 
the same local family, the Andersons, 
for 45 years. In 2017, the Andersons re-
tired, and a new owner took over the 
fan-favorite location.

After enjoying a fabulous meal and 
the peaceful scenery, a plethora of ac-
tivities await nearby. Down the road, 
those who love outdoor activities will 
find several river access points and 

businesses to accommodate water ac-
tivities.

A little further out is Sandstone Falls 
which includes a gorgeous walkway, 
several hiking trails and excellent fish-
ing. Heading in the opposite direction 
brings visitors to the Bluestone dam 
and the Bluestone Lake.

Overall, Hinton’s Dairy Queen is a 
must-stop for any journey through 
Summers County.

The restaurant is open Monday 
through Friday from 10:30 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m.-9 p.m. 
For more information or to place an 
order, call 304-466-1700.
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540-968-3639 • www.caffemuseova.com
509 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge, VA 24422

Open Mon.-Weds. 9am-3pm • Thurs.-Sun. 9am-5pm

Caffé Museo
Coffee Bar 

& Restaurant
Espresso, Gelato, Coffees & Teas 

Breakfast & Lunch Open 7 days

Couple travels 2,000 miles to see Couple travels 2,000 miles to see 
John Henry ParkJohn Henry Park

One couple recently traveled from 
Lexington, Massachusetts to Talcott, 
West Virginia, to see the famed John 
Henry statue and John Henry Park. 
After reading a novel titled John Hen-
ry Days, Stephen and Peg Senturia 
made the 2000+ mile journey to see 
the legendary tunnel in person.

According to Stephen, he and his 
wife participated in a class on the 
novels of Colson Whitehead, one of 
which was John Henry Days. The sto-
ry revolves around the first festival of 
the same name and features a jour-
nalist covering the event. He said, “We 
really enjoyed the novel. We found it 
fascinating. And that got us interested 
in the John Henry story.”

Earlier this year, the two were on a 
trip to visit their daughter in Virgin-
ia. While there, they decided to drive 
up to West Virginia to see John Henry 
Park. Due to COVID-19 concerns, they 
did not stay for the festival, which was 
only a short time in the future.

Stephen spoke passionately about 
their enjoyment while in Talcott and 
Hinton. He said, “The notion that one 
can push a button and have Johnny 
Cash, singing 16 verses of the ballad 
[is facinating]. [We saw] the display 
board and the picture of the steam 
drill and the fact that the tunnel is 
right next to another tunnel that’s 
still active. All of these things were 
terrific. There’s a Visitor Center build-
ing of some kind there that was being 
worked on at the time we showed up, 
so we didn’t go in that, but the site 
looks just terrific. Even having the 
geological strata exposed was terrific 
because I have a hobbyist interest in 
the geology of the area. So I liked it 
a lot.”

While in the area, the Senturia’s 
explored Hinton’s Historic District, 
the New River Gorge National Park 
and enjoyed lunch at the Market on 
Courthouse Square.

When asked if they would recom-
mend John Henry Park to others, 
Stephen said, “Absolutely. No ques-

tion about it. Anyone with an interest 
in the John Henry legend should go 
there.”

Stephen noted that the class that 
initially sparked their interest will 
be held again in the fall. They plan 
to send a series of photos they took 
while at the park to “enliven the 
class.” Stephen went on to say, “In-
stead of just having the description in 
the novel, they’re gonna see pictures 
of the place that the novelist is talking 
about.”

To learn more about the Colson 
Whitehead novel featuring the local 
festival, go to the Penguin Random 
House website. For more information 
about the famed festival, visit John 
Henry Days on Facebook or stop by 
the museum on Saturdays.

BY REBECCA STALNAKER

Stephen and Peg Senturia at 
John Henry Park. Photo by 
Sanya Chafin.
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Fall foliage map available 
for West Virginia

As summer begins to wind down, 
thoughts turn to the fall season. There 
are few things as vibrant and beautiful 
as autumn in West Virginia. The lush, 
verdant leaves that provide shelter and 
shade throughout the summer turn 
vibrant shades of reds, oranges and 
yellows, creating a brilliant display. As 
the leaves fall from the tops of the trees 
to the ground, children pile them up 
and create the perfect spot to jump in. 
Along with the gorgeous leaves come 
tall corn fields, bright orange pumpkins 
and colorful fall flowers.

Recently, WV Tourism released a fall 
foliage map that indicates when each 
area of the state will see peak fall foli-
age. Currently, most of Summers Coun-
ty is listed for mid-October, while a 
small section near the Raleigh County 
border shows late October.

Summers County is full of hiking 
trails, water access points and other 
areas that are perfect for enjoying fall 
weather and scenery. A short trip down 
to Sandston Falls provides trails, a gor-
geous waterfall and a scenic picnic area. 
Not to mention all of the back roads 
that showcase the state’s flora and fau-
na.

Additionally, WV Tourism provides a 
“live leaf map.” Photos are taken in dif-
ferent areas and added to location pins 
on the map throughout the season. Us-
ers can click on any available pin and 
view photos for that area.

For more information on fall scenery 
and activities in Summers County, visit 
the Explore Summers County Visitors 
Center in Hinton. To learn more about 
WV Tourism’s fall foliage map, visit 
wvtourism.com.

BY REBECCA STALNAKER
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Almost Heaven 
Smokehouse

480 Cass Rd • Slaty Fork, WV │(681) 202-7139 │Open Every Day 11am-9pm

We specialize in smoked meats 
that we pair with fantastic sides!

877-573-2001
CABINSATPINEHAVEN.COM

YES!! 
WE HAVE 

TREEHOUSES 
TOO!!

Spotlight on C&O 
Railway Heritage Center

The C&O Railway Heritage Center 
celebrates Clifton Forge, Va.’s railroad 
history.

Presented by the Chesapeake and 
Ohio Historical Society, The C&O Rail-
way Heritage Center tells the story of 
Clifton Forge through the lens of rail-

roading.
Clifton Forge was an important stop 

for the C&O Railroad. It was where lo-
comotives were serviced and readied 
for the trip West over the Alleghany 
Mountains and East over the Blue Ridge 
Mountains and down the James River.

There was a large shop facility for 
the overhaul and repair of locomotives. 
There was a large rail yard for classify-
ing coal and other freight, a yard for less 
than carload freight, an icing facility, the 
main laundry facility for the railroad, a 
passenger coach yard, and the division 
headquarters for the region. It was all 
the things that comprised a railroad, 
crowded into a small crescent of land 
next to the Jackson River, and an arche-
typal example of the American Railroad. 

The C&O Railway Heritage Center is 
a rail museum and visitor’s center that 
highlights the essential American story 
of how “our nation grew, how we lived 
and worked, and how we were all con-
nected together by twin rails of steel,” ac-
cording to https://cohs.org/heritage/.

The C & O Historical Society 
members Stanley Wills (l to 
r), Ellen Wills, Brandy Dud-
ley, Anita Bird and Wendy 
Montgomery.
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ALL ABOARD!

• Full Historical Museum 
• 1896 Freight Depot 
• 1922 Gadsby’s Tavern 

Dining Car 
• Restored C&O Cabooses 

• Replica Signal Tower 
• 7.5 Inch Gauge Ride-On 

Train 
• Large Scale Locomotive 

Models 

• 96-Foot O Gauge Model 
Layout 

• C&O and Chessie Displays 
• The Depot Gift Shop & 

Picnic Area

The C&O Railway Heritage Center is located in his-
toric Clifton Forge, VA, nestled in the scenic mountains 
of the Alleghany Highlands, off of 1-64 at Exit 24 east-
bound or Exit 27 westbound, in the Virginia Rail Her-
itage Region. It offers a wonderful multi-dimensional 
railroad heritage experience that tells the story of the 
C&O Railway from its beginning in 1836 to today’s 
CSX. Come spend an afternoon watching trains from 
the signal tower, tour our museum and equipment, ride 
the Little C&O 7.5 Inch Gauge Ride-On Train, blow the 
whistle, and have a picnic lunch with a beautiful view.

Hours: 10am - 4pm Tuesday - Sunday 
Admission: $8.00 Adults & $5.00 Children Under 12 

COHS Members And Children 2 And Under Free!

Group Tour Rates And Facility & Dining Car Rentals Are Available

For More Information Call 540-862-8653 
Or Visit www.candoheritage.org

The C&O Railway Heritage Center And The Depot Gift Shop 
705 East Main Street, Clifton Forge, Virginia
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Gauley Season brings back big thrills
America’s newest national park will 

begin offering whitewater rafters from 
around the globe an opportunity to 
take on some of the world’s top white-
water runs in a picturesque fall back-
drop that is practically heaven-sent.

Each fall, more than 40,000 people 
flock to the New River Gorge Nation-
al Park and Preserve to experience 
this once-in-a-lifetime thrill during 
the six-week period also known as 
Gauley Season.

“West Virginia’s whitewater is truly 
something special,” said Gov. Jim Jus-
tice. “With Gauley Season quickly ap-
proaching, I want to personally invite 
everyone to come see and experience 
it for themselves. It’s a once in a life-
time West Virginia adventure you just 
can’t miss out on.”

Each year, controlled releases from 
the Summersville Dam are scheduled 
for six weeks beginning after Labor 
Day, releasing 44 million gallons of 

water into the Gauley River at a rate 
of 50+ mph, creating premier white-
water rafting conditions. That volume 
is enough to fill one Olympic-size pool 
every 10 seconds. This year’s releases 
begin the weekend of Sept. 9 and are 
scheduled to run until the weekend of 
Oct. 15.

Whitewater rafting in West Virgin-
ia has become a strong tradition for 
thousands living across the country. 
Randy Ebersole, of Mechanicsburg, 
Pa.,  began his whitewater rafting 
hobby in 1978 and took his first trip 
down the Upper Gauley River in 1989 
when one of his rafting guides recom-
mended it. From then on, he started 
organizing large groups of friends, 
with 30-45 people to join in on the ex-
citement.

“After my first Gauley Season, I 
thought to myself, okay, that was 
fun, I’ve done it. I can check it off the 
list,” Ebersole said. “But that quickly 

turned into planning another trip for 
the following year. 34 years later, we’re 
still coming back. Each time the group 
looks a little different, we return with 
some of the same folks, and bring 
newbies along too.

“One of the craziest things about 
Gauley Season is the controlled un-
predictability of it all,” Ebersole stat-
ed. “It’s ‘controlled’ because of the sea-
soned guides. But even those guides 
will admit that they don’t always 
know what will happen on the river. 
It’s what keeps me coming back. And 
I’m looking forward to returning to 
my home away from home, West Vir-
ginia, in September.”

The Upper, Middle and Lower 
Gauley River make approximately 25 
miles of world-class whitewater. The 
Upper Gauley is best for those looking 
for more of an intense, pulse pumping 
adventure. Here you will find legend-
ary Big 5 Rapids–– Insignificant, Pil-

low Rock, Lost Paddle, Iron Ring and 
Sweets Falls. This section is steep, fast 
and technical, rightfully earning its 
nickname: the Beast of the East.

The Middle Gauley provides a nice, 
calm reprieve between the Upper 
and Lower sections and is a great lit-
mus test to decide if you are ready 
for the Lower. While not as steep and 
challenging as the Upper, the Lower 
Gauley holds its own as a high-quality 
section of whitewater.

The Lower Gauley really shines with 
its scenic cliff lines at Canyon Doors 
and Junkyard. Rapids like Upper Mash 
and Lower Mash will get your blood 
pumping.

Gauley Season 2022 will include 22 
scheduled water releases, with an ex-
tra hour of release scheduled for Sept. 
17th-19th. Many rafting companies 
are offering exclusive deals in honor 
of Gauley Season. Plan your rafting 
excursion today at WVtourism.com.
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ANNUAL HARVEST FESTIVAL
Oct. 15th | 12-7pm

LIVE MUSIC THROUGHOUT THE DAY
- Jeanne Hoffman - Caden Glover
- Black Mountain Bluegrass Boys

FOOD
Hog Roast with Classic Country Sides - $15/plate

ACTIVITIES
- Apple Butter Cooking Demonstration - Cider Pressing

- Fly Tying Workshops and Raffles by Greenbrier River Fly Fishing Classic
- Kids Fishing Derby at 2 & 4pm

HAMMER-SCHLAGEN
(A Fun Game with Hammers & Spikes)

LOCATION: 2245 Blue Sulphur Pike, Lewisburg, WV
Bring Yourself, Your Friends & Your Family

Bring Lawn Chairs

hawkknob.com
VOL 2  ISSUE 9  SEPTEMBER 2022   PAGE 15



Open EVERY Fri. & Sat. in OctoberOpen EVERY Fri. & Sat. in October
Gates open at 6:30Gates open at 6:30pmpm

September 30, October 1, 7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22, 28 & 29September 30, October 1, 7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22, 28 & 29

www.millersnightmare.comwww.millersnightmare.com
Type Miller’s Nightmare Haunted Farm into Google Maps and Follow DirectionsType Miller’s Nightmare Haunted Farm into Google Maps and Follow Directions

MINUTES FROM LEWISBURG, WVMINUTES FROM LEWISBURG, WV
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