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On Feb. 22, Gov. Jim Justice joined 
West Virginia Department of Tourism 
Secretary Chelsea Ruby and officials 
with West Virginia State Parks for a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony at the Blackwater 
Falls State Park Lodge to celebrate its 
grand reopening after the completion of 
a multimillion-dollar renovation project.

The lodge and other facilities at Black-
water Falls State Park are reopening after 
the completion of $6.85 million in ren-
ovations and improvements – including 
$5.2 million for the lodge alone.

Canaan Valley Resort State Park is also 
nearing completion on $2.65 million in 
upgrades to its facilities.

The combined $9.5 million in proj-
ects bring much-needed improvements 
to Blackwater Falls and Canaan Valley 

Resort state parks. Upgrades include a 
completely renovated lodge and cabin 
upgrades at Blackwater Falls and im-
provements to the tube park, ski area, 
cabins, and campground at Canaan Val-
ley Resort State Park.

“What we’re accomplishing in these 
parks and all of our state parks across 
West Virginia is truly unbelievable,” Jus-
tice said. “The multiplier effects that 
these investments are going to bring back 
to us are off the charts. It’s going to bring 
in more people who want to visit West 
Virginia and some of those people will 
decide that they don’t just want to visit, 
they want to live here.”

The lodge at Blackwater Falls, which 
was built in the 1950s, has been updat-
ed without changing the personality and 
charm of the lodge’s original architec-
ture. Guest rooms were refurbished, new 
suites were added, the lobby and public 
lounge were renovated, a new gift shop 
was added, and the Smokehouse Restau-
rant was remodeled. Other work at Black-
water Falls included renovations to the 
Blackwater Trading Company gift shop, 
a new camp store, the construction of a 
porte-cochère at the lodge, and ADA ac-
cess improvements to the Sled Run build-
ing.

At Canaan Valley Resort, cabins were 
renovated, tube run lanes were expanded 
and a new magic carpet was added, the 

ski rental shop was renovated, and a new 
ticketing system for skiing was installed. 
Work is underway on campground and 
bathhouse expansions. 

More than $151 million in improve-
ments have been completed or started at 

every state park and forest over the past 
five years.

Located in the mountains of Tucker 
County, Blackwater Falls and Canaan Val-
ley Resort state parks are known for four 
seasons of scenic beauty and a wide range 
of winter sports, including skiing, tubing, 
and sledding. To learn more about each 
park, or to book a trip, visit WVstate-
parks.com.

Enjoy #UniquelyAlleghany
outdoor events all summer long.

#VirginiaMountains
#JacksonRiverScenicTrail

540-962-2178  ·  888-430-5786
#UniquelyAlleghany

Full event information at VisitAlleghanyHighlands.com/outdoor-events

#JacksonRiverScenicTrail

Full event information at VisitAlleghanyHighlands.com/outdoor-events

MAY 1, 2022
Middle Mountain Momma
BikeVa.com/Momma

MAY 7, 2022
Alleghany Gran Fondo 

“Agony in the Alleghanies”
GranFondoAlleghany.com

JUNE 4, 2022
Jackson River Scenic Trail Marathon, 

Half Marathon, 10K & 5K
JacksonRiverMarathon.com

AUGUST 20, 2022
Lake Moomaw One Mile 

Open Water Swim
LakeMoomawSwim.com
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Blackwater Falls Gets A Facelift

The Inn at Blackwater Falls
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D. P. Dean Construction, LLC
Custom Built Post Frames

Cabins •  Lodges  •  Garages •  Municipal Buildings •  Equine Facilities

CLIFTON FORGE, VA  •   540.908.8759 

LEWISBURG (WVDN) – The Steel 
Wheels return to Carnegie Hall on 
Saturday, Mar. 26, at 7:30 p.m. as the 
Mainstage Performance Series contin-
ues in the Hamilton Auditorium. The 
band last played to a sold-out Hamil-
ton Auditorium on April 7, 2017.

 The Steel Wheels have long been at 
home in the creative space between 
tradition and innovation, informed 
by the familiar sounds of the Virgin-
ia mountains where the band was 
formed, but always moving forward 
with insightful lyrics and an evolv-
ing sound. In 2005, Jay Lapp (vocals, 
guitars, mandolin) and Eric Brubak-
er (vocals, fiddle) joined lead singer 
Trent Wagler (guitar, banjo) in form-
ing the band as a vehicle for Wagler’s 
songwriting. They released several 
albums under Wagler’s moniker, be-
fore officially adopting the The Steel 
Wheels name with the 2010 release 
of “Red Wing”. Quickly staking their 
claim as independent upstarts in the 
burgeoning Americana scene, The 
Steel Wheels followed up this release 
with three more self-produced albums 
in the next five years, before joining 
forces with producer Sam Kassirer for 
“Wild As We Came Here” (2017) and 
“Over The Trees” (2019). Kevin Gar-
cia (drums, percussion, keys) joined 
in 2017, bringing a new level of sonic 

depth and polish to the outfit. Having 
gained the experience of thousands 
of shows, festivals and many miles on 
the road, the stubbornly independent 
band has formed deep bonds with 
each other and the audience that sus-
tains them.

The Steel Wheels have responded to 
this time of isolation and loss by seek-
ing to connect with their audience in 
new ways. In 2020, unable to perform 
their rootsy brand of Americana for 
crowds in live settings, the musicians 
turned their creative powers to craft-
ing songs for individuals. Produced 
in isolation in the band’s home stu-
dios, the “Everyone a Song” album is 
part of an ongoing project to collect 
the personal experiences of fans and 
forge them into that most enduring, 
yet ephemeral, format we call “song.” 
An accompanying podcast, “We Made 
You a Song,” explores the stories be-
hind these songs, and the songwriting 
process itself. While each song was 
commissioned to honor a specific re-
lationship or event—a birth, a wed-
ding, a memory of home—the emo-
tions evoked are universal.

Nowhere is this shared humani-
ty more evident than at the band’s 
own Red Wing Roots Music Festi-
val, a weekend-long celebration of 

Steel Wheels Return 
To Carnegie Hall

The Steel Wheels

STEEL WHEELS RETURN  8
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The finest collection of footwear,
accessories, and handbags.

885 Washington St. W, 
Lewisburg, WV 24901

304-647-5000 • www.yarids.com

Hillcrest Mansion Inn

1100 McCormick Blvd, Clifton Forge, VA
Phone: (540) 865-0350

Email: innkeeper@virginiahillcrest.com

www.hillcrestmansioninn.com

Looking For A Wedding Venue?Looking For A Wedding Venue?
Look No Further Than The Hillcrest Mansion Inn!Look No Further Than The Hillcrest Mansion Inn!

Amenities & Services:Amenities & Services:
Professional in-room massagesProfessional in-room massages

Afternoon wine on the front porchAfternoon wine on the front porch
Three-to-five course silver service mealsThree-to-five course silver service meals

Nightly turn-down serviceNightly turn-down service

Weddings | Tea Time Weddings | Tea Time 
Corporate Meetings & RetreatsCorporate Meetings & Retreats

Nestled in the Allegheny Highlands 
in Clifton Forge, Virginia, sits the histor-
ic Hillcrest Mansion Inn. Built around 
1911 by a local businessman, the man-
sion has stood the test of time.

The original structure was not as large 
as it is now. Its expanse is due to Dr. John 
Emmett, who purchased the home and 
began enlarging and renovating it in 
1935. Veering from the original style, 
Emmett redesigned the front of the man-
sion to reflect Greek Revival architecture. 
The internal redesign included a formal 
dining room, a formal living room, sev-
en bedrooms, and six bathrooms. He also 
converted the front porch to a deck that 
featured an ornate railing. Emmett built 
additions at the rear of the building and 
on both sides. He also added four mas-
sive columns to the front of the building.          

Fast forward to the present, Hillcrest is 
now owned by Martha and Bruce Craw-
ford. The pair found the impressive struc-
ture listed for sale on a historic homes 
list online. After noting the mansion had 
zoning to be a Bed and Breakfast, they 
purchased it “sight unseen” and packed 
up their lives in Colorado to move across 

the country.
Upon arriving at their new home, the 

Crawfords set to work. They fully re-
stored the historic mansion while leav-
ing as much of Dr. Emmett’s creations as 
possible. The grand staircase, balustrade 
railings, oak flooring, crown molding 
and the impressive 20-foot columns are 
among the features they kept.    

After completing the restoration, the 
Crawfords opened Hillcrest Mansion Inn 
as an upscale Bed & Breakfast. Initially, 
they opened with four rooms. After a 
while, they completed the other three 
rooms, and now all seven are available to 
guests. 

Luxury accommodations include wine 
and cheese with sweets in the afternoon, 
a five-course breakfast and turn-down 
service. Additionally, private dinners are 
available upon request. Other amenities 
and services include professional in-
room massages, a large swimming pool, 
a Tesla charging station, wireless internet 
and a terraced yard.

Hillcrest Mansion Inn received a 

Hillcrest Mansion 
Inn Provides A Quaint 

Refuge In Clifton Forge
BY REBECCA STALNAKER

The view from the front porch of the Hillcrest Mansion Inn

HILLCREST MANSION  9
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Let CRW Take You Where You Need to Go

Daily flights on American, United, 
Delta, and Spirit Airlines

For more information visit yeagerairport.com 
or follow us on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram

100 Airport Road - Suite 175 • Charleston, WV 25311
(304) 344-8033
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Local Tre asure s!
We Buy Jewelry 

& Coins!

Red Roof
Heirlooms & Antiques

Buy * Sell * Trade
540-691-9688

118 S. Craig Ave., Covington, VA
Joshua Kidd, Owne r

866-228-3778 or 304-645-6677  
www.LostWorldCaverns.com

OPEN DAiLy:
New years Day – March 1st 10 – 4 Sat & Sun only
March 1st – Mem. Day Weekend 10 - 5
Mem. Day Weekend – Labor Day 9 – 7
Labor Day – Thanksgiving 9 – 5
Thanksgiving – New years Day 10 – 4

Closed : Thanksgiving Day & Christmas Day

Enter a world of natural beauty

Lost World 
Caverns

LOST WOrLD CAVErNS  

QuiCk FACTS
•  Length:  11/4 miles  (2 km)
•  Depth:  235 feet  (72 m)
•  Temperature:  52° F  (11° C)
•  Main show cave:   

1000 x 300’  (305 x 91 m), 
ceiling height 120’  (36.5 m)

•  Stalagmites:  up to 80’  
(24 m) tall 

EXPLORE Lost World Caverns

866-228-3778 or 304-645-6677  
www.LostWorldCaverns.com

LLOST WORLOST WORLDD
CAVERNSCAVERNS

LLOST WORLOST WORLDD
CAVERNSCAVERNS

LOST WORLD
CAVERNS

WEST VIRGINIA’S

NATURAL HISTORY

MUSEUM
AND GIFT SHOP

The Lost World Caverns Visitor Center and Natural History Museum 

is open daily and includes a 3,500 sq. ft. gift shop featuring geodes, minerals, 

t-shirts and unique gifts. The museum features the largest collection of 

dinosaur fossils and replicas in West Virginia. Our visitor center accommodates 

large groups and includes bus and RV parking. A picnic area is also available.

866-228-3778 or 304-645-6677  

www.LostWorldCaverns.com

866-228-3778 or 304-645-6677 www.LostWorldCav-

erns.comOPEN DAiLy:

New years Day – March 1st 10 – 4 Sat & Sun only

March 1st – Mem. Day Weekend 10 - 5

Mem. Day Weekend – Labor Day  9 – 7

Labor Day – Thanksgiving 9 – 5

Thanksgiving – New years Day 10 – 4

Closed : Thanksgiving Day & Christmas Day

From I-64 Exit 169

Take 219 South into Lewisburg

Turn Right on Arbuckle Ln.

Turn Right on Court St.

Court St. becomes Fairview Rd.

Drive 1.5 miles to sign

Turn Left on Lost World Road

Arrive at Lost World Caverns

Enter a world of natural beauty below the scenic 

Greenbrier Valley. Descend 120 feet below the Earth’s surface into 

a vast wonderland of stalactites and stalagmites. Lost World 

Caverns is a truly magical place for both young and old. We 

offer self-guided tours so you can take your time to explore the 

cavern at your own pace. It will take you approximately an hour to 

complete your tour. A guide sheet is provided to tell you about the 

many different formations that make up this half mile journey. Just 

remember to stay on the trail. No matter what the temperature on 

the outside, the cave always remains a constant 52 degrees. A light 

jacket and good walking shoes are recommended.

You’ll see formations such as The Snowy Chandelier, a 30 ton 

compound stalactite presumed to be one of the nation’s largest. The 

Bridal Veil, a beautiful column of sparkling white calcite. The War 

Club, a 28 foot stalagmite made famous in 1971, on which Bob Addis 

set a Guinness World Record for stalagmite sitting. These are but a 

few of the formations you’ll see when you visit Lost World Caverns. 

Photography is allowed so bring your 

camera and take home more than just 

a memory. 

You can browse through our natural 

history museum and learn about the 

Tyrannosaurus Rex, Triceratops and the 

prehistoric cave bear whose remains 

were discovered in 1967 within  

the cavern.

We also offer gemstone mining, where 

you will enjoy the thrill of finding a 

variety of semi-precious gemstone, 

arrowheads, minerals, or ancient fossils the old fashioned way by 

using a screen in an authentic water sluice that are yours to keep.  

We have a large picnic area, so bring your lunch and enjoy the 

peaceful country view.

LOST WOrLD CAVErNS  

QuiCk FACTS

•   Length:  11/4 miles  (2 km)

•   Depth:  235 feet  (72 m)

•   Temperature:  52° F  (11° C)

•   Main show cave:   

1000 x 300’  (305 x 91 m), 

ceiling height 120’  (36.5 m)

•   Stalagmites:  up to 80’  

(24 m) tall 

EXPLORE Lost World Caverns

866-228-3778 or 304-645-6677  

www.LostWorldCaverns.com

Wild Cave
Tours!

EXPLORE! o

Take time to 
explore at your 

own pace. It takes 
about an hour to 

complete your tour. 
No matter what 

the temperature is 
outside, the cave 
always remains a 

constant 52. A light 
jacket and good 

walking shoes are
recommended.

Our 3,500 sq. ft.
Gift Shop features 

geodes, minerals, t-shirts
 and unique gifts.

Our visitor center and
scenic picnic area 
accommodates
large groups.

Open Daily
304-645-6677

www.LostWorldCaverns.com

Lost World Caverns offers 
self-guided tours.

Looking for extreme 
adventure? Call ahead 
and schedule a Wild Cave 
Tour! Our expert guides 
will lead you on a 4 
hour trip through 
undeveloped parts of 
our cavern. No special 
equipment necessary, 
just your own clothes 
and boots. Explorers 10 
and older are welcome.

Have you ever wondered what it would 
be like to step into a different world? 
That is what you will experience when 
you enter Lost World Caverns. West Vir-
ginia is not short on cave systems, but 
Lost World is particularly special.

This spectacular cavern is full of his-
tory, fascinating discoveries, geological 
significance and is the site of a Guinness 
World Record.

In the past, Lost World Caverns had a 
different name, Grapevine Cave.

Greenbrier County sits on top of what 
geologists refer to as a “karst plateau” or 
“karst sinkhole plains.” Because of this, 
the area is prone to sinkholes. Lost World 
Cavern’s original discovery was thanks to 
one such sinkhole.

Farmers discovered a hole in the 
ground where they could dump all of 
their refuse, and it never seemed to fill 
up. Finally, in 1942, researchers from 
Virginia Tech discovered the cave un-
derneath. The sinkhole dropped an in-
credible 120 feet into the earth. At the 
bottom, researchers discovered a massive 
main chamber. This chamber is now the 
focus of the walking tour.

Lost World Caverns is home to some 

of the biggest, most intricate stalagmites 
and stalactites in the nation. Among 
these incredible feats of nature is the 
Bridal Veil, which is sparkling white cal-
cite; the Snowy Chandelier stalactite that 
weighs an estimated more than 30 tons; 
the War Club, a stalagmite that is 28-feet 
tall.

The giant stalagmite War Club is the 
site of a Guiness World Record for “Sta-
lagmite Sitting.” Record holder, Bob Ad-
dis, stayed on top of War Club for a star-
tling 15 days, 23 hours, and 22 minutes 
in 1971.

A short two years after Addis achieved 
his record, Lost World Caverns were 
bestowed the title of National Natural 
Landmark by the National Park Service.

Several significant discoveries have 
been made in Lost World Caverns. Pale-
ontologists found a partial femur bone 
and teeth in 1967 that once belonged to 
a prehistoric cave bear from the Pleisto-
cene era. More recently, the remains of 
a prehistoric black bear were discovered 
on a ledge above the main chamber. 
Both sets of remains are available to view 

The History Of 
Lost World Caverns 

Continues To Fascinate

Inside Lost World Caverns

LOST WORLD CAVERNS  12

BY REBECCA STALNAKER
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304- 872-7332 
45 Winery Rd, 

Summersville, WV 26651

Welcome to the 
Kirkwood Winery,

located in the heart of 
the mountains of 

West Virginia. 
We’re sure you’ll enjoy 
the rich mountain tra-
dition that flavors our 
award winning wines. 
Visit: kirkwood-wine.com

Steel Wheels Return
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

music, community, and the beauti-
ful Shenandoah Valley. Hosted by 
The Steel Wheels every July, the fes-
tival provides a space for the band to 
shine, from their high energy Satur-
day night main stage set to their af-
ternoon showcase with young Red 
Wing Academy students. At Sunday’s 
gospel hour you are as likely to hear 
Steel Wheels originals and Warren 
Zevon covers as you are traditional 
gospel fare. The weekend is round-
ed out by the beloved tribute set in 
which the band collaborates with a 
cadre of fellow artists to honor an in-
fluential figure in American music, 
with past tributes ranging from Dolly 
Parton to John Prine.

The year 2021 closes a chapter for 
The Steel Wheels, as founding mem-
ber and bass player Brian Dickel 
moves on from touring in order to 

take over for Jeff Huss as co-own-
er of Huss and Dalton Guitars. The 
band will be joined by bassist Derek 
Kratzer, a longtime friend and musi-
cal collaborator, to continue the mis-
sion set out over a decade ago, shak-
ing up traditions to see what sticks, 
telling stories, and joining communi-
ties through song.

The newly renovated Hamilton Au-
ditorium’s HVAC system is equipped 
with MERV13 filters and has an air 
exchange ratio or 7-8 times per hour 
per air handler (there are two) within 
the auditorium. An economizer has 
been added which allows the space 
to draw 100 percent outside air as op-
posed to recycling ambient air should 
the need arise.

For more information on The Steel 
Wheels visit www.thesteelwheels.
com.
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16026 Seneca Trail, Lewisburg • 304.497.2151
925 Ewart Avenue, Beckley  • 304.252.7837
MohawkPowerSports.com

Both Locations Open
Mon-Fri 8:30am-5pm & Sat 9am-3pm

Hillcrest Mansion
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

feature in a national publication, Tea 
Time Magazine, in the summer of 2021. 
The feature details the tea service offered 
at the inn. Afternoon tea is a highlight 
at the location. It is not required to be 
lodging at the inn to indulge in this de-
lectable service. However, it is necessary 
to make reservations at least 48 hours in 
advance, and it is only available to par-
ties that contain six or more individuals.

There are two options for afternoon 
tea. Option on is The Cream Tea which 
includes tea and scones, jams, truffles 
and Devonshire cream. The cost of this 
option is $26 per person. The second op-
tion has a four-course meal and is $62 
per person. Upon arrival for tea, a butler 
greets guests at the door, and servers are 
adorned in proper attire, down to the 
white gloves.

Hillcrest Mansion Inn is a popular 
wedding destination. Couples have the 
option of an intimate indoor wedding 

or a grand outdoor affair. The indoor 
setting has the space to host parties be-
tween 20 and 100 guests. The private 
gardens are optimal for up to 200 guests.        

Regardless of the size of the party, 
Martha, who is also the resident chef, 
offers scrumptious dinner options, hors 
d’oeuvres and more. Additionally, they 
offer cocktail hour, cake cutting and 
dancing.

After the wedding, continue the expe-
rience with a romantic getaway at Hill-
crest. Information about their honey-
moon package is available upon request.

The inn is also a fantastic destination 
for a corporate meeting or retreat. What-
ever a person’s individual needs may be, 
the Hillcrest Mansion Inn has options 
to suit. There are opportunities for both 
day trips and overnight adventures.

For more information or to book a 
stay, call 540-865-0350 or send an email 
to stay@hillcrestmansioninn.com.
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www.wvcountryroad.com
wvcountryroad@gmail.com

204 RANDOLPH STREET WEST • LEWISBURG, WV 24901
MOBILE 304.646.8287 • OFFICE 304.647.2000

$269,000  MLS #22-181  White Sulphur Springs
SOLD in just 18 days!

Ready to sell your home? We have buyers waiting!

$89,000  MLS #22-121  Renick
29.1 acres along Tom Creek.

Old two-story hand-hewn log structure just waiting to be restored!

Country Road Realty brings you:
EXPERIENCE • COMMITMENT • HARD WORK

ENTHUSIASM • INTEGRITY • RESULTS 
Our agents have over 50 years combined experience, and are committed to excellence. We 
listen to our clients to find out what they truly need. We always keep you up-to-date with infor-
mation about your sale or purchase. We handle all of the details, from consultation to closing.

If you are looking to buy or sell in the Greenbrier Valley, put your trust in a company that has 
the experience and commitment to ensure that you reach your goals.

Take a day trip to Clifton Forge this Memorial 
Day weekend!

The “Cracker & Keel Revival,” happening at The 
Farm at Glen Haven, in Clifton Forge, Va., is a 
family friendly Memorial Day weekend perfor-
mance, and will be a genre-bending experience 
set to excite live music fans of all ages!

From Americana, pop, country, bluegrass, blues, 
and rock n’ roll, there will be a display of ear can-
dy for most every flavor.

The event will kick off with Alleghany favorites, 
Chad Nickell and The Loose Change, followed by 
Washington D.C.’s blues and guitar virtuoso, Bob-
by Thompson and Revelator Hill. Joining Revela-
tor Hill will be the soulful sounds of special guest 
Rachel Ann of the Ron Holloway Band. 

Regulars at the Bristol Rhythm and Roots Mu-
sic Festival, If Birds Could Fly, will then take the 
stage bringing the songs of their sweet, country 
grit, followed by living legend, bluegrass Yoda, 
and guitar Grandmaster Larry Keel. Larry, anoth-
er local favorite, will be joined by the Larry Keel 
Experience, and may even invite a surprise guest 
or two!

Closing the show, Cracker will take us down 
memory lane back to a time when rock and roll 
was angst, and country music wasn’t autotuned. 
Back to a time when the label, “Americana,” was 
just being birthed and all we had to worry about 
in the world was getting to work on time or mak-
ing it home before curfew. The genius writings of 
David Lowery and Johnny Hickman are evident 
in their extensive discography, and their on-stage 
magic keeps their fanbase loyal. 

Food trucks, craft beer, fireworks and a bounce 
house for the kiddos will complete the evening. 
Be sure to arrive early, plan on bringing a blan-

ket or lawn chair, and kick back for the festivi-
ties! Tickets are available through Eventbrite and 
www.thefarmatglenhaven.com.

Take A Trip To Clifton Forge This Memorial Day Weekend!

Nineties rockers Cracker are coming to The Farm at Glen Haven this Memorial 
Day weekend.
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877-573-2001
CABINSATPINEHAVEN.COM

YES!! 
WE HAVE 

TREEHOUSES 
TOO!!

1018 Washington Street E, Lewisburg, WV 24901 www.BHGREC.com

304-645-6633 FOLLOW THE ACTION #BHGREC

Josh McGrath. Broker

in the attached museum area. Within the 
museum, visitors will also find various 
fossils from West Virginia.

The cave contains its own ecosystem, 
which is full of fascinating creatures. Vis-
itors may see salamanders, small brown 
bats or rodents scurrying about their 
day. Lost World owner, Steve Silverberg, 
works closely with scientists to ensure 
the delicate ecosystem is preserved while 
maintaining a place for humans to ex-
plore.

According to other stories, there are 
other creatures underground as well. 
West Virginia is well known in the cryp-
tid community for the various creatures 
that are rumored to inhabit the Moun-
tain State. The most famous of these 
cryptids include Bigfoot, Mothman and 
the Grafton Monster. However, another 
mythical being is attached to the Cav-
erns: Bat Boy.

The first mention of Bat Boy occurred 

in 1992 when national tabloid Weekly 
World News published an article on its 
“discovery.” Supposedly, the being now 
known as Bat Boy was a human child 
with fangs and huge eyes. He was re-
portedly raised in total darkness by bats. 
The legend tells that a child fell into the 
cave through the original sinkhole in the 
1950s. Around 30 years later, in 1992, he 
escaped. Another version has the child 
being raised by subterranean humans 
rather than bats.

At one point in history, an off-Broad-
way musical, Bat Boy: The Musical, told 
the story of Bat Boy. 

Whether you want to learn about the 
biology or geology of the caves, hunt for 
the elusive Bat Boy, or enjoy a relaxing 
stroll through the underground world, 
consider Lost World Caverns for your 
next day trip.

For more information on Lost World 
Caverns, visit lostworldcaverns.com.

Lost World Caverns
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
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24570 Mountaineer Dr Seneca 
Rocks, WV 26884800-772-8342 • 304-567-2352

The only lodging located right in the heart of Seneca Rocks, West Virginia, 
Yokum’s Vacationland has a wide array of accommodations: from tent 

camping to kitchenettes to fully equipped log cabins with hot tubs. There is an 
onsite restaurant, general store and riverside parking with hookups for RVs.

Almost 100 years ago, a small store 
set forth on what would become a big 
journey in Seneca Rocks. The story of 
this unique business features a humble 
beginning, in which husband and wife, 
Byron and Erma Bland, opened Bland’s 
Store in 1923.

Erma was a self-taught pharmacist who 
mixed her own treatments. Specifically, 
she had a salve and a “gargle.” The latter 
was to treat a sore throat. Shirley Yo-
kum, Erma and Byron’s daughter, once 
claimed, “you won’t find a better gargle.” 
Yokum would eventually transform the 
store into Yokum’s Vacationland as it is 
now known.

The family’s history in Seneca Rocks 
dates back to 1839, when Yokum’s great 
grandfather, Jacob Sites, settled in the 
area. Sites is also the great grandfather of 
Joe Harper, the owner of Harper’s Store, 
another Seneca Rocks establishment. 
Harper and Yokum were distant cousins. 
According to the Yokum family, the Sites’ 
owned Seneca Rocks until 1968. It was at 
this time that the town became Federal 
property.

Shirley was married to Carl Yokum, 
whose family dates back to the 1860s. 
During this time, his grandfather, Adam 
Yokum, served in the West Virginia Vol-

unteer Infantry. He fought in multiple 
civil war battles as a Union soldier. The 
Yokum family had a history in cattle 
ranching and hospitality.

The two met in grade school. The small 
schoolhouse where Carl and Shirley first 
laid eyes on each other is now shut down 
and owned by the Yokums. After high 
school, Shirley transitioned to business 
school in Ohio, and Carl remained in 
Seneca Rocks.

Prior to their marriage in 1938, Carl 
set to work building cabins in the Lower 
Campground. He had successfully con-
structed two rental cabins in 1935. At 
the time, the rental fee on these build-
ings was $1 per night or $5 per week. 
By the time of their marriage, they had 
a total of four cabins. Those structures 
remained in use for 50 years. Unfortu-
nately, destruction came in the form of a 
flood in 1985. The cabins did not survive.

In addition to the cabins, the newly 
married couple offered rooms in their 
home and a home-cooked meal to tour-
ists. They also caught and sold bait for 
fishing and sold the hides of animals 
they caught and skinned.

Carl constructed a restaurant in 1947 

Yokum’s Vacationland 
Continues Tradition Of Bringing 

Delight To Seneca Rocks

One of the cabins at Yokum’s Vacationland surrounded by 
the verdant forest.

BY REBECCA STALNAKER

YOKUM’S VACATIONLAND  14

VOL 2  ISSUE 3  March 2022   PAGE 13



Come enjoy open bowling, cosmic bowling, 
join a league, or even celebrate with us!

Call Now for Reservations
304-645-3111 

We make an excellent venue for birthday parties

137 Maple Carriage Dr. Lewisburg, WV

Fun for the entire family!

where Shirley served as the cook for 
many years. She even took the step of at-
tending the Greenbrier Cooking School 
to hone her skills. The addition of a mo-
tel went into the upstairs area in 1996.

The restaurant shut down in 2015. 
However, it was not gone for long. In-
stead, it was moved into the back of 
the store and is now known as Yokum’s 
Grill.

Over the years, the couple continued 
to expand. Their efforts included the 
motel, campgrounds and a horse trail. 
The trail, which goes to the top of the 
rocks, is now run by Carl and Shirley’s 
grandson, Bub Yokum.

Sadly, the pair were separated after 
70 years of marriage in 2008 when Carl 
passed away at 92-years-old. Shirley con-
tinued running their business for a few 
more years. Finally, at the age of 95, she 
turned operations over to her son, Sam, 

in 2015.
In January 2020, Shirley experienced 

the incredible milestone of turning 100 
years old. Sadly, she passed away later 
that same year.

Yokum’s Vacationland currently has a 
multitude of experiences awaiting vis-
itors. There are cabins with satellite tv 
and fully equipped kitchens. Addition-
ally, there are areas dedicated to tent 
camping and RV camping. There are 
bunkhouses and teepees throughout 
the two campgrounds. If camping is not 
what you are looking for, they also have 
a motel with wifi, air conditioning, sat-
ellite tv and more.

For more information or to book a 
stay, visit yokum.com. Yokum’s Vaca-
tionland also has an active social media 
presence on Facebook. The business can 
also be reached by calling 1-800-772-
8342 or 304-567-2351.

Yokum’s Vacationland
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Otter & Oak, a treasure trove of unique items that 
always smells of delicious coffee, is nestled in histor-
ic downtown Hinton. The specialty shop is a region-
al winner for WV Living’s 2020 Best Place to Shop in 
the New River/Greenbrier Valley Region. It was also 
a nominee in 2021 for WV Living’s Best Place to Buy 
Women’s Clothing and Best Outdoor/Dear Shop.

When you walk into Otter & Oak, it appears to be a 
typical clothing boutique. However, it is anything but 
typical. While they do carry a selection of high-end 
clothing and shoes, they also offer artisan-made goods. 
Additionally, the small shop provides watercraft rent-
als. Tubes, kayaks and stand-up paddleboards (SUP) 
are all among the items that Otter & Oak rent out.

With a watercraft vessel, visitors and residents alike 
have the opportunity to spend the day enjoying Blue-
stone Lake, the New River, or the Greenbrier River. 
Hinton is known as the place where three rivers meet. 
This unique occurrence makes Hinton the perfect 
spot to take to the water.

After spending the day on the water or shopping Ot-
ter & Oak’s selection of wares, head up to the second 
level of the store. There, patrons will find the Otter 
Cafe and a brilliant collection of art displayed along 

the walls.
The Otter Cafe offers a wide selection of coffee 

beverages and smoothies. Regardless of whether you 
prefer hot drinks or cold, there is something for ev-
eryone. They also provide a long list of flavors that are 
available to add to a patron’s drink of choice.

While enjoying one of Otter Cafe’s specialty drinks, 
take some time to peruse the art displayed on the 
walls. There are gorgeous photographs, fantastic 
paintings, beautiful drawings and more. Each piece 
on display is from a local artist, and some are for sale. 
There are several seats where you can relax and sip 
your drink. The windows look out over the town with 
a view of the library, Saint Patrick’s Church and Hin-
ton’s streets.             

All of Otter & Oak’s wares are available for purchase 
in-store and through their online shop. The online 
shop is available through their website, otterandoak.
com as well as through the business’s Facebook page.

The store is open seven days per week, 7 a.m. until 6 
p.m. Monday through Friday and 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday. 

For more information, visit Otter & Oak’s website 
or Facebook page.

From Coffee To Kayaks, Visit Otter & Oak
BY REBECCA STALNAKER

Krystina Gore
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BATHBATHBATHBATHBATHBATHBATH  magical 
Journeys.

� e back roads are winding and peaceful with stunning mountain views. 

� e great food and legendary hospitality make the journey complete. 

� at’s a Made in Bath County experience.

DiscoverBath.com  ·  540-839-7202  ·  #MadeInBathVA
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