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NEW YEAR
NEW BEGINNINGS

• Check out our new calendar of events feature • Discover the best the Virginias • 2023!!!
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After the holidays, it can be tempting to 
lean a little too far into hibernation season.

After the hustle and bustle of the holidays 
(and all the spending!), there is something 
special about tucking into a nice, soft blan-
ket and embracing the coziness of winter.

Unfortunately, many of us can lean a lit-
tle bit too far into the coziness, and, cou-
pled with the short, winter days, it can get 
a bit lonely. I always spend the first half of 
the month of January relaxing and coming 
down from the holidays, but by the end of 
the month, I start to get a little bit stir-cra-
zy.

Luckily, there is still plenty to do this 
winter, so when the winter walls start to 
close in on you, bundle up and head out the 
door — there is much to see!

During the months of February and 
March, West Virginia farms are participat-
ing in Mountain State Maple Days where 
folks can tour farms and get a taste of fresh 
maple syrup. Inside, we have information 
on participating Pocahontas County farms.

For those of you who want to continue 
to lean into the quietude of winter, may 
we suggest a lovely evening of Simon and 
Garfunkel tunes? The Forever Simon and 
Garfunkel tribute duo is coming to Clifton 
Forge, Va., and their harmonies will be 
worth stepping out for.

While in Clifton Forge, be sure to check 
out the LOVE sign! We have a nice article 
from The Virginian Review that tells all 
about the history of the sign and its unique 
QR code system.

And finally, make sure you’re looking 
ahead to the spring and summer seasons 
but planning out your Greenbrier Valley 
Theatre schedule. GVT has released its 56th 
season schedule, and it looks spectacular 
(put me down for two tickets to Steel Mag-
nolias, please)!

Here’s hoping you all have a balanced 
winter with a whole lot of coziness and a 
little bit of fun!

Sarah Mansheim
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Greenbrier Valley Airport now offers direct service to Charlotte 
Douglas International (CLT). Conveniently located with free parking, 
Greenbrier Valley Airport simplifies your travel experience.

B O O K  T O D AY  at 
ContourAirlines.com or AA.com

Lewisburg to CharlotteNonstop 
flights from

Greenbrier Valley Airport now offers direct service to Charlotte 
Douglas International (CLT). Conveniently located with free parking, 
Greenbrier Valley Airport simplifies your travel experience.

B O O K  T O D AY  at 
ContourAirlines.com or AA.com

Lewisburg to CharlotteNonstop 
flights from
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The finest collection of footwear,
accessories, and handbags.

885 Washington St. W, 
Lewisburg, WV 24901

304-647-5000 • www.yarids.com

Greenbrier Valley Theatre 
announces 56th season lineup

LEWISBURG (WVDN) - Greenbri-
er Valley Theatre (GVT) has released 
its show list for the theater’s season 
56, and it is an incredible offering of 
shows that will take you from the 19th 
century to the present, with several 
stops along the way.

The opening production of the main-
stage season will be “Alabama Story” 
by Kenneth Jones.

In 1958, author Garth Williams re-
leased “The Rabbits’ Wedding,” a chil-
dren’s book about a white rabbit who 
marries a black rabbit. In the play, af-
ter its release the American Civil Rights 
Movement clashed with the Jim Crow 
South, pitting a librarian against a 
state senator. While these two face off 
in a battle of wills, the real-life struggle 
against segregation plays out between 
a white woman and a black man. The 
dark reality of segregation and hate 
collides with the hope and courage of a 
better tomorrow. Based on true events, 
this new play is about intent, race, cen-
sorship and the American character.

The second show in the season is “For-
ever Plaid” by Stuart Ross and features 
recognizable, classic songs. A blast 
from the past, this musical will keep 
you laughing and singing all night. In 
the play, four young men on the road to 
fame are killed unexpectedly in a car 
crash, but they’re not going to rest in 
peace just yet. They take the stage for 
one last show that’s guaranteed to be 
an undeniable crowd favorite.

GVT’s season follows with the 2010 
Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award win-
ning smash hit, “Next to Normal,” with 
music by Tom Kitt and book and lyrics 
by Brian Yorkey. Set in the ideal world 

of the American suburb, this rock 
musical is an undaunting look at the 
challenges of living with a mental dis-
order. In the production, Diana’s pri-
vate battle with depression, and the 
impact it has on her family, is at odds 
with the “normal” face she puts on for 
the neighbors. As she and her family 
attempt to cope, they face the difficult 
choices that must be made in order to 
survive.

The fourth show will be the poignant 
yet funny “Steel Magnolias” by Robert 
Harling. In this classic play, the inner 
strength and compassion of women is 
brought to life in this moving story of 
friendship. Set in Chinquapin, La., six 
devoted friends laugh, cry and sur-
vive everything life throws at them 
with wit, style and good old-fash-
ioned southern charm. When tragedy 
strikes, the strong bond these women 
share holds them together, proving 
they truly are made of steel.

GVT’s next offering will be a new 
adaptation of “Frankenstein” by Cath-
erine Bush. In search of a cure for 
death, Victor Frankenstein plays God 
but isn’t prepared for the consequenc-
es of his dangerous experiments. Mis-
understood and ostracized by every-
one he meets, Frankenstein’s monster 
takes out his grief on the loved ones 
in Victor’s life, forcing him to face his 
creation. This adaptation of Mary Shel-
ley’s classic will make you wonder if 
Victor made a monster or if he made a 
man the world turned into a monster.

The last show of the mainstage 
season will be a new production of 
the beloved “A Christmas Carol.” In 
Charles Dickens’ timeless masterpiece, 

Ebenezer Scrooge must face the ghosts 
of his past, the reality of his present 
and the grim future that awaits him. 
With the help of three holiday ghosts, 
Scrooge goes on a journey of self-dis-
covery that teaches him the value of 
generosity, kindness and brotherhood. 
This innovative, new adaptation guar-
antees to satisfy the young and young 
at heart during the holiday season.

GVT looks forward to you joining 
then for season 56; they have many 
wonderful offers that come along with 
their mainstage works. The Al Jeter 
Music Series, The MET Live in HD Se-
ries, special events and their always 
popular education program are a huge 
part of GVT’s work. Early bird, main-
stage season tickets go on sale Jan. 19, 
2023.

The Met HD Opera Series presentation of “Fedora,” shown 
at GBV.

Greenbrier Valley Theatre
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With everything that West Virginia 
has to offer, Mountain State Maple Days, 
held this year on Feb. 18 and March 18, is 
probably the sweetest. The huge concen-
tration of maple trees, and maple syrup 
being as delicious as it is, makes it easy 
to see why the business of maple syrup 
has become such a successful industry 
in the area. This year, several farms and 
businesses in Pocahontas County make 
checking out the sugar shacks an quick 
and easy day trip.

The farms that make the syrup will let 
guests participate in the whole process.

Guests can tour the sugar shacks, tap 
the trees and experience this centu-
ries-old tradition with the farmers who 
have been doing it for years.

An indoor and outdoor event, Maple 
Days has grown in size and popularity 
over the years. Both locals and tourists 
enjoy the chance to go out and enjoy the 
deals and specials the community has to 
offer.

Speaking of those deals, the business-
es participating include restaurants that 
will offer homemade maple specials and 
menu options that will prove this sweet 
liquid isn’t just for pancakes.

Maple Days is a chance for Pocahontas 
County to demonstrate the diverse expe-
riences West Virginia has to offer, and it 
is an event to remember. You can plan a 
fun weekend or make it a day event, ei-
ther way it will be a fun mountain adven-
ture. Make your plans now for this winter 
event on either Saturday, Feb. 18 Satur-
day, March 18.

Participating Pocahontas County 
businesses include Frostmore Farm, be-
tween Dunmore and Frost; Fort Warwick 
Farm, near Green Bank; Yew Mountain 
Center, Lobelia; Hillsboro Maple Works, 
near Hillsboro; WV Handmade and Saf-
fron Flats Farms, Droop Mountain; and 
Starry Night Farm, Cass.

For more information and directions, 
visit pocahontascountywv.com.

By Jenna Balnionis

Mountain State Maple Days will be held this year on Feb. 18 
and March 18. Photo courtesy of Pocahontas County CVB

Mountain State Maple Days, a delicious 
experience everyone will enjoy
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WELCOME
N A T I O N A L  B R A N D

L O C A L  O F F I C E

T R U S T E D  A G E N T S

1 0 1 8  W A S H I N G T O N  S T R E E T  E

L E W I S B U R G ,  W V  2 4 9 0 1

J O S H  M C G R A T H ,  B R O K E R

A A R O N  D O W D Y A L B A N Y  B Y E R S

REALTOR, Salesperson

304-661-6282
REALTOR, Salesperson

304-646-7152

Ready to join us?

W W W . J O I N B H G R E C . C O M

TM

January 14

Met HD Live: Fedora
12:55pm Greenbrier Valley Theatre Lewisburg

Gary Smallwood for Saturday Sounds
2pm-5pm Doukenie Winery Hillsboro

January 15

The Lost Corner Vagabonds
2pm-5pm Doukenie Winery Hillsboro

WV Queen of Queens/King of Kings 
State Pageant

3:30pm Park Ave. Beckley

January 16

Martin Luther King Jr. Day Celebration
11am-1pm Downtown Lewisburg

January 17

American Heritage Music Hall Jam & Dance
7pm-10pm Ronceverte

January 19

Best of West Virginia Celebration
Time TBD Cross Creek on Main

January 20

Pints for Pints Blood Drive
11am Cross Creek on Main, WSS

Thomas Taylor
7:30pm Carnegie Hall Lewisburg

January 21

Snowshoe Mountain Pride
All Day Snowshoe

Scott Kurt for Saturday Sounds
2pm-5pm Doukenie Winery Hillsboro

January 24

American Heritage Music Hall Jam Session
7pm-10pm Ronceverte

January 27

Lillie King

7:30pm Greenbrier Valley Theatre

January 28

Jason Masi for Saturday Sounds
2pm-5pm Doukenie Winery Hillsboro

Sautday Night Dance at American Heritage Music Hall 
Featuring “The Eade’s Mountain Boys”

7pm-10:30pm Ronceverte

January 29

Zoe Jorgenson & Parker Speirs
2pm-5pm Doukenie Winery Hillsboro

February 1

Brewery Bingo
6pm Cross Creek on Main

February 3

Victor Haskins Jazz Trumpet
7pm Historic Masonic Theatre, Clifton Forge

February 4
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Almost Heaven 
Smokehouse

480 Cass Rd • Slaty Fork, WV │(681) 202-7139 │Open Every Day 11am-9pm

We specialize in smoked meats 
that we pair with fantastic sides!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wine and Song

2pm-5pm Doukenie Winery Hillsboro

A Fragile Heart Murder Mystery Dinner
4pm ACE Adventure Resort Oak Hill

Full Moon Hike
6pm-8pm Cass Scenic Railroad State Park

90s Night Party with Motorcycle Drive-By
7:30pm ACE Adventure Resort Oak Hill

February 6

Cupp Run Challenge
All Day Snowshoe

February 11

Uphill Thang & Randonee Moonlight Shuffle Race
All Day Snowshoe

I Love Yew Valentine’s Dinner
5:30pm-8pm The Yew Mountain Center Hillsboro

Paint & Sip at the Lost Paddle
6pm-8:15pm Lost Paddle Bar & Grill Oak Hill

Bowling Day in the USA
9am-9pm Pinheads Oak Hill

Carnegie Classics Series - A Valentine Concert w/ 
Barbara Nissman

7:30pm Carnegie Hall

February 16

Beckley Concert Association Presents New York Bee 
Gees

7:30pm Woodrow Wilson High School Beckley

Open Mic Night at Jimmie’s
12-3am Jimmie’s Beckley

February 17

Forever Simon and Garfunkel
7:30pm Historic Masonic Theatre Clifton Forge

February 18

Mountain State Maple Day
All Day Pocahontas County CVB for Information

West Virginia Dance Company
7:30pm Greenbrier Valley Theatre

Opry Night
7:30pm Pocahontas County Opera House Marlinton

February 23

Black Opry
7:30pm Carnegie Hall

February 24

Appalachian Voices
7:30pm Greenbrier Valley Theatre

February 25

Cowboy Country Night
4pm The Lost Paddle Bar and Grill Oak Hill

Appalachian Voices
7:30pm Greenbrier Valley Theatre

The Foreign Landers
7:30pm Pocahontas County Opera House, Marlinton
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Wood Fired Foods is a provider of quality artisan style pizzas using 
old-world, wood-fired brick ovens. We are located at Barrel Oak Winery in 

Delaplane, VA and 290 Front Street, Thomas, WV. We offer wood fired pizza, 
salad, outdoor seating & more.

woodfiredfoods.com

304-463-4800

Monday-Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday-Thursday: 11am-9pm

Friday: 12pm-9pm

Saturday: 11am-9pm • Sunday: 12pm-8pm

Barrel Oak Winery Weekends Till nOvemBer Only

Barrel Oak Winery in Delaplane, VA 290 Front Street, Thomas, WV

Clifton Forge’s LOVEworks sculpture 
is as unique as the town’s name

There is only one 
town named Clifton 
Forge, and there is 
only one LOVEworks 
sign, of more than 
300 in the state of Vir-
ginia, that features 
an interactive QR 
code which serves as 
a guide to the town’s 
attractions.

The town’s LOVE-
works project was 
spearheaded by 
Martha Edwards, 
a retired English, 
French and reading 
teacher whose ca-
reer in education led 
her to teach on both 
the secondary and 
college levels in Rich-
mond, Va. Edwards 
retired in 2004.

Neel Edwards, 
her late husband who was president 
of Horizons Education, and Martha 
moved to Clifton Forge from Richmond 
in 2005.

Martha Edwards, who spearheaded 
the community effort that resulted in 
the unveiling of the LOVEworks Sculp-
ture on Nov. 19, 2022, recalled, “We 
had friends in Clifton Forge, and we 
liked Douthat State Park and the C&O 
Historical Society.”

Neel Edwardswas an original mem-
ber of the C&O Historical Society, and 
Martha remembered, “He was one 
who liked trains.”

In January of 2021, during HULU’s 
filming of “Dopesick” in the town of 
Clifton Forge, one of the producers of 
the film engaged Martha Edwards in 
conversation at the United Methodist 
Church.

Martha Edwards noted that the pro-
ducer asked her, “How come this town 
doesn’t have a “LOVE” sign?”

The question planted a seed that mo-
tivated Martha Edwards to take action, 
and she attributes the filming of “Do-
pesick” as the catalyst for generating 
the idea to create a “LOVE” sign for 
Clifton Forge.

She said, “I asked my good friend, 
Janie Barnette, to help me create a 
LOVE sign. After we did some research, 
we went to Chuck Unroe (town manag-

er of Clifton Forge) for help.”
Unroe responded in a positive way 

that led Martha Edwards to conclude, 
“It is really a blessing that a citizen 
can go to the town with an idea and 
gain support.”

Following their meeting with Unroe, 
Martha Edwards and Barnette recruit-
ed other citizens who volunteered to 
help with the project.

The LOVEworks Committee was 
formed with Martha Edwards as chair-
woman and Barnette as treasurer.

Bill Atherholt was instrumental in 
finance work, and Mott Atherholt, his 
wife, became the “All-Star Organizer,” 
according to Martha Edwards.

Mac Beard was instrumental in web-
site design and manufacturing, and 
Gayle Hillert provided leadership in 
marketing and grant writing.

Troy Cottrell was placed in charge 
of manufacturing, and Tony Williams, 
owner of Williams Fabrications Inc. 
doing business as Jenfab, Inc., was in-
strumental in creating the sculpture 
that has a lighting component and the 
Quick Response (QR) Code that the 
public can use smartphones to access 
information via bar codes, informa-
tion about attractions and community 
services within a 20-mile radius of the 
town of Clifton Forge.

Chris Keyser at the Clifton Forge Pub-
lic Works was helpful in preparing the 

site and foundation for the LOVEworks 
that is located adjacent to the Masonic 
Amphitheatre at 513 Church St.

Martha Edwards remarked, “Chuck 
Unroe was very supportive of the 
whole project.”

She observed, “The LOVEworks is a 
24/7 billboard for Clifton Forge and the 
Alleghany Highland.”

Reluctant to accept individual credit 
for the project, Martha Edwards em-
phasized that the year-and-a-half proj-
ect was a team effort that is already 
working as an economic driver.

She credits Beard and Hillert for 
coming up with the concept for the QR 
Code, and she pointed out that each let-
ter in the LOVE sign has a QR Code that 
provides vital information to visitors 
— data such as area restaurants and 
their menus, art class schedules, trail 
maps, all kinds of history about the 
area, events along with their dates and 
times and the curriculum of Mountain 
Gateway Community College.

The LOVEworks Committee contin-
ues to meet, and plans are underway to 
develop merchandizing such as Christ-
mas ornaments featuring the LOVE 
sculpture, an artistic creation that fea-
tures multicolored lights that accentu-
ate its stainless steel and Corten steel 

construction.
Concerning the LOVEworks Commit-

tee, Martha Edwards concluded, “All 
volunteered, and they all love Clifton 
Forge and were willing to work for a 
year and a half to get the job done.”

U.S. President Franklin Delano Roos-
evelt once said, “The value of love will 
always be stronger than the value of 
hate.”

The Clifton Forge LOVE Sculpture 
is part of Virginia Tourism’s LOVE-
works program which was initiated 
to strengthen its state-wide branding 
launched 50 years ago, “Virginia is for 
Lovers.”

The two other LOVEworks in the 
Alleghany Highlands are located at 
Humpback Bridge and at 328 W. Main 
Street in the city of Covington.

Online charitable giving to support 
the LOVEworks Committee and its 
project, which will require further 
landscaping and the designing and 
placement of directional signs, can 
be achieved by visiting https://cflove-
works.com/#donate.

Also, donations may be made by 
mailing a check made payable to the 
town of Clifton Forge with the words, 
“LOVE SIGN,” included on the memo 
line.

By M. Ray Allen

Martha Edwards, chairwoman of the 
LOVEworks Committee, spearheaded the 
project which successfully brought the 
LOVE Sculpture to the town of Clifton 
Forge. (Photo by M. Ray Allen)
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The sounds of one of rock’s greatest 
duos: Forever Simon & Garfunkel

Most often described as folk rock, Si-
mon and Garfunkel proved to be one of 
the most influential rock groups of the 
‘60s, with hits that are still popular today.

This group has made such an impact 
that two musicians separated not just by 
years, but by decades, found themselves 
thrown together to celebrate the iconic 
sound.

Forever Simon & Garfunkel is made 
up of Sean Altman and Jack Skuller, two 
award-winning musicians who will take 
the audience through the early folk-rock 
hits of the legendary duo, to the more al-
ternative sounds of Paul Simon’s solo ca-
reer.

The two musicians of Forever Simon & 
Garfunkel, Altman and Skuller, met when 
Altman was just 14, and the group was 
formed. Both members are well-known 
in the musical world, with experiences 
that range from Disney Radio to stage 
performances with Steve Miller and ap-
pearances on The Colbert Report.

The two have such different careers 
— pop hits and interviews in Seventeen 
magazine for Altman — while Skuller 
wrote the theme song for the TV show, 
“Where in the World is Carmen San 
Diego?” and was interviewed by Terry 
Gross on NPR.

Their backgrounds may be varied, but 
no one can doubt they share a love of the 
sweet sounds of Simon and Garfunkel.

With all of that talent in two such 
devoted and unique musicians, their 
partnership can only be described as 
meant to be. You won’t want to miss 
this pair as they pay homage to Simon 
and Garfunkel, covering such hits as 
Bridge Over Troubled Water, Cecil-
ia, Sounds of Silence, and so many 
more.

Catch them at Clifton Forge’s Historic 
Masonic Theatre on Saturday, Feb. 18 at 
7:30 p.m.

By Jenna Balnionis

Forever Simon & Garfunkel will perform at the Historic Ma-
sonic Theatre in Clifton Forge, Va., on Feb. 18 at 7:30 p.m.

Making beer is an art. 
Drinking beer is an event.

304-915-2442
697 Main Street E. │ White Sulphur Springs, WV

MISSION
Big Draft Brewing is a purpose-

driven, community-centered brewery 
producing exceptional beer with 

integrity and artistry.

VISION
Big Draft Brewing seeks to restore the bygone tradition 

of the community pub, to be a place where people 
gather to hear the news, meet friends, and organize. 

We know that with care, a brewery can by synonymous 
with community. Big Draft Brewery endeavors to be a 

vital part of the revitalization of White Sulphur Springs.

VALUES
Big Draft Brewing values and employs local  

resources and artisans whenever possible. We support 
the charities that most directly impact and strengthen 
our local community. We believe being an employee-

centered company improves our service and the quality 
of our product. Above all, we promise to do what  

we say we are going to do.
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LEWISBURG (WVDN) - Carn-
egie Hall introduces “Carnegie 
Classics,” a three-concert se-
ries beginning in 2023. Hosted 
by Steinway Living Legend and 
Lewisburg resident, Barbara 
Nissman, the Carnegie Classics 
Series will present three concerts 
on Feb. 11, March 18 and May 13, 
2023. The concerts will feature 
Nissman sharing her musical fa-
vorites while joined by West Vir-
ginia guest artists.

A Valentine Concert – More 
Music to Love! with Nissman 
at the piano kicks off the series 
on Saturday, Feb. 11. Nissman 
invites the audience to meet 
some of her favorite composer 
“friends” as she shares their mu-
sic and stories and transports the 
listener into their special and 
magical world.

Carnegie Hall

Nissman to bring the 
classics to Carnegie Hall

Continued on page 11
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540-968-3639 • www.caffemuseova.com
509 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge, VA 24422

Open Mon.-Weds. 9am-3pm • Thurs.-Sun. 9am-5pm

Caffé Museo
Museum of Antique Coffee Mills & Coffee Bar

Espresso, Gelato, Coffees & Teas 
Breakfast & Lunch Open 7 days

A Few Of Our Favorite Things
Oatmeal Cookies, Mexican Mocha, 

Honey Bee, Almond Kiss, 
French Toast and Florist Tea Lattes!

Barbara Nissman
Nissman invites the Montclaire 

String Quartet to join her for 
the second program, Gershwin 
Meets Brahms! on Saturday, 
March 18. The quartet will per-
form George Gershwin’s “Lulla-
by,” and Nissman will introduce 
some of her favorite Brahms piec-
es before joining the quartet for 
the exciting Johannes Brahms’ 
“Piano Quintet in F minor.” The 
Montclaire String Quartet serves 
as the quartet-in-residence at 
West Virginia State University.

The last Classics Series perfor-
mance of the 2023 spring season, 
Schubert Goes Fishing!, on May 
13 features Nissman and her mu-
sician friends performing Franz 
Schubert’s “Trout Quintet.” Niss-
man will introduce the audience 
to the young Schubert, a true 
poet of the piano, and perform 
his virtuosic “Wanderer Fantasy” 
before joining her friends for a 
performance of Schubert’s most 
popular composition and every-
body’s favorite – the “Trout!”

The Greenbrier Valley is for-
tunate to be home to such a re-
nowned pianist as Nissman, who 
is not only committed to contin-
ued excellence in her art, but 
to introducing classical music 
to new audiences. Her witty in-
tellect and charisma, combined 
with her genuine passion for the 

composers she performs, gives 
her an irresistible edge in intro-
ducing the novice to the classics 
and instilling within them a love 
for classical music. Nissman is 
the perfect vessel to develop new 
audiences, and Carnegie Hall is 
the perfect venue to incubate this 
endeavor.

“I am so looking forward to re-
turning to the stage of our Car-
negie Hall and bringing along 
some of my West Virginia musi-
cian friends to share the magic 
of music with all of you,” states 
Nissman. “This is a series for ev-
eryone — all that’s required is an 
open heart to enjoy and to feel 
the passion.”

Tickets are available individu-
ally or you can purchase all three 
concerts for one price. Thanks to 
the Benedum Foundation, adults 
over 50 years of age have the op-
tion of purchasing two tickets to 
an individual performance for 
the price of one. For more infor-
mation or to purchase tickets, 
contact Carnegie Hall.

The Carnegie Classics Series is 
made possible with support from 
the James F.B. Peyton Fund. Car-
negie Hall West Virginia is a non-
profit organization supported by 
individual contributions, grants, 
and fundraising efforts such as 
TOOT and The Carnegie Hall Gala.

Continued from page 10



2245 Blue Sulphur Pike, 
Lewisburg, WV 24901

304-619-4959
hawkknob.com

HAND-CRAFTED CIDER 
DESIGNED FOR 

TASTE AND QUALITY.
Enjoy The Taste Of Tradition! 

COME VISIT US 
Thursday & Friday 3-7pm
Saturday & Sunday 12-7pm 

HAWK  KNOB
APPALACHIAN HARD CIDER


